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Paragraph 1. The Planning Department of the City of 
Long Beach has records of all 
permitted construction. The Planning Department 
records are the repository of 
alterations and is a source that should be used for 
distinguishing original construction 
versus new construction. The materials should be the 
same – if the original building 
has horizontal siding , use siding. Massing, window 
details should be very close to 
original 

 

The language included in the draft guidelines explaining 
that new construction should be distinguishable from the 
original construction is derived from the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, which is the set 
most applicable to the types of changes being made to 
buildings in historic districts, including infill construction. 
See highlighted portion: The Standards apply to historic 
buildings of all periods, styles, types, materials, and sizes. 
They apply to both the exterior and the interior of historic 
buildings. The Standards also encompass related 
landscape features and the building’s site and 
environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new 
construction. 
 
These standards are the established best-practices for the 
treatment of historic buildings. Standard 9 reads: New 
additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work 
will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible 
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and 
proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment: 
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-
treatments/treatment-rehabilitation.htm 
 
While directed more at planners/city staff, Eleanor 
Gorskis’s “Regulating New Construction in Historic 
Districts,” published by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, does provide some additional insight on 
various approaches to infill construction, and why 
replication in new construction is not ideal:  
http://forum.savingplaces.org/HigherLogic/System/Downl
oadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=b34c5c17-
9200-eb32-b433-339d7918855f 












